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Qua veris facilis datur exitus umbris, VIRG. 
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* Brain Wr of late been much diſordered with politics, 
I applied to a medical friend, whom I thought the more 
capable to preſcribe for me, as he himſelf had ong been exceed- 
ingly afflicted with the ſame diftemper. 

- He ordered for me a draught, which I took at bed-time ; but 
which, although it ſet me aſleep, inſtead of affording calm repoſe, 
filled me only with roving ſlumbers. 


I thought I beheld Edina lying in a frightened poſture, and a 


handſome man, dreſſed in a ſable robe of figured ſattin, mounted 
on a horſe ſtrongly reſembling that on which the ſtatue of 


Charles II. is ſeated in the Parliament Square. The horſe was 
adorned with a ducal coronet ; from its mouth flowed this label, 
Amo; from its fundament guineas were copiouſly diſcharged, for 


which a tumultuous mob were greedily ſcrambling ; and the 


youth who beſtrode him was ſpurring up the horſe to ride over 
Edina, Behind, a tall and meagre figure, on whoſe back was writ- 
ten Nobody, rode upon an aſs capariſoned with the n/gnia of the 
city of Edinburgh; and from h's mouth flowed theſe words, Am 


not I thine aſs? The rider, in one hand, held a banner, on which 


was diſplayed the effigy of WILKES ; and there was written on 
it, Blue Blanket. On the top of the ſtaff was born the cap of Liber- 
ty, from which the name of WIL EES ſeemed to be eraſed, to 
make way for that of SrODART and LIBERTY, In his other 
hand, with a parcel of large keys which he griped very hard, he 
pointed to a jail, where an unfortunate man was lying on the bare 
floor ; and the rider, with gaping mouth, roared forth LI BERT v. 
A parcel of 3 cars, linked in one chain, were barking a- 
round, and worrying Edina. On their collars I ſaw engraved, 
DELEGATES—CoONGREs—LiNDsav—Hay.. But the exclama- 
mations about liberty, the braying of the aſs, and the yelping of 
the curs, awaked me in fear and confuſion. 
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I had recourſe again to the potion my friend had preſcribed me: 


I fell aſleep; but was well nigh diſtracted with the objects which 


preſented themſelves to my imagination. At-the upper end of a 
room, marked No. 9. and which ſeemed deſtined for a more gentle- 


manly company, ſtood the effigy of a Saint, wrought in gold. On the | 


pedeſtal were written, Saint MARTIN; and a little below, MoLocn. 


Before the Saint, a lank and black wretch was worthipping. He 
held before him a maſk, on which was written, O LIBERTYVI O 
My CounTRY ! And he was ſacrificing to the idol, a child which 
cried out, Oh Uncle ! take all I have, but ſpare my life! Round à 
table were aſſembled a motley group. At the head of it, a youth 
adorned with ribbon and ſtar was ſhoving a parcel of money- 10 
bags, on which were marked, No intereſ, to a perſon wearing a 


gold chain, and a bird ſitting on his forehead, to whom he ſaid, 
Keep theſe for me. Before the noble youth lay a map of Scotland, 


to which he pointed with ſomething that ſtrongly reſembled a 


fr ſceptre. On one fide, ſtood a man with an ax in one hand, upon 
which were ſtampt, Young and hot- headed; in the other, a glaſs. 


From one fide of his mouth flowed this label, Sir Laurence Dun- 


das for ever, 1770. From the other, D=--n--t--n to Sir Laurence 


and all his adherents, 1777. Over his head were theſe words: 


Out of the ſame mouth come bleſſings and curſings. At the foot of 
the table, ſtood. a young man, whom I took to be the fame with 
that who, in my former dream, beftrode the horſe, From his 


right waiſtcoat- pocket depended this label, Member for the CGunty); 


from the left, Would be for the City; from his right fob, Attorney- 
General; from his left, Dean of Faculty; on his cravat, Embargo 


on Shipping, Additional tolls, 1775: On a feather, which waved 
from his hat, theſe words, Preſident of the Court of Seſſion; in his 


hand he held a Great Seal, which, however, ſome other perſon 


jointly graſped. And from his mouth theſe words: Virtue its own 
Reward. He muttered alſo fomething about Moderation, Modeſty, 


and Meeknefs of Spirit, which I did not diſtinctly hear. At his 


back was a picture of the Temple of Liberty; on the pillars 
- which ſupported it, on one fide was written, Placemen ; on the 
other, Penſioners; over the capitals, Plurality of Beneſices. In the 
centre of the pediment, was a medal, bearing a cheveaux de friſe, 
or Iſle of Man coat-of-arms ; on the one limb was written, 

5 Legiſlative; 
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Legiſlative; on the other, Judicalive; on the third, Executive; 
round the margin this motto, Tria juncta in uno. 

By this time, the company at the table had each a bumper 
in his hand. They roared out, Confuſion to all order, and 


= 


ſwallowed the toaſt, They then allied forth, in ſuch haſte, 


that they had well nigh tumbled each other down ſtairs ; and 
with the matches, which they held in their hands, they ſet fire 


to all quarters of the city. I flew home to protect my family, 
from the rage of the populace, and the fury of the. flames : 


But the ſcene had ſuch. an effect on my 8 that I 
wakened in a tranſport of horror. 

I daſhed the Apothecary's bottle on the floor. I curſed my 
friend for his preſcription ; and I execrated burgh politics, as the 
greateſt miſchief and miſery that can befal a community. 


Edinburgh, 20th Sept. T1 
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